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THE AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



LETTERS TO THE SECRETARY. 

From Mr. Hodgson Pratt. 

London, Sept. 13, 1889. 

Dear Sir — We are particularly desirous of learning 
whether I have rightly viewed the effect of the Sherman 
Resolution as having now the force of law ; — see my arti- 
cle in last Concord, headed : " Let England and America 
lead the way." Has the President had the power, without 
referring to the Foreign Affairs Committee, to enter into 
negotiations with any nation on the subject of concluding 
an Arbitration Treaty? I based my assertions on in 
formation given us by Mrs. Belva Lockwood and Charles 
Lemonnier has done the same. 

[We replied to Mr. Pratt that while the President has 
the power to initiate negotiations for any kind of a treaty, 
the treaty must be " confirmed " by the Senate. The 
" concurrent resolution" is of the nature of advice to the 
President, and when it is passed by both houses of Con- 
gress it will not be mandatory but advisory and will ex- 
press an opinion of Congress in accordance with thou- 
sands of petitions from our citizens. That resolution was 
"hung up" in the Senate as explained by the following 
letter. The House must act to give it the desired effect 
even as an " opinion." — Ed.] 

From Hon. John Sherman, Senator from Ohio. 

Mansfield, Ohio, Oct. 12, 1889. 
Rev. R. B. Howard, Secretary. 

Dear Sir — The exact history of the passage of the 
resolution in respect to international arbitration, to which 
you refer, may be seen by reference to the Congressional 
Record, Vol. 19, Part 6, p. 5195, el supra, from which it 
will appear that on June 13, 1888, I reported the resolu- 
tion from the Committee on Foreign Relations, that on 
the following day it was called up for consideration and 
upon my motion it was passed unanimously. Subse- 
quently, on the same day, Mr. Riddleberger entered a 
motion to reconsider. The habits of Mr. Riddleberger 
were so bad and the probability of an unpleasant demon- 
stration on his part was so great that it was thought best 
not to call up his motion to reconsider, as it would fall at 
the end of the session, leaving the resolution passed 
[by the Senate alone]. The sense of the Senate having 
bee a expressed upon it, it was not deemed worth while 
to press the matter further. Perhaps this was a mistake, 
but, as the resolution did not propose any direct action, 
but was rather in the nature of an expression of opinion 
to the President, it was allowed to rest. 

From W. C. Braithwaite, London. 

Dear Sir— I am much obliged for your kind expres- 
sions with reference to our peace paper, the Messiah's 
Kingdom, and am especially interested in finding that the 
line of thought pursued in it is that which had already 
drawn you into the Peace work. I had thought in read- 
mo your very valuable paper on the "New Sympathy oj the 
Na'ions," that you would enter into our views upon the 
matter. I am thankful to say that the Christian Union 
for promoting International Concord into which Canon 
Westcott, who is beyond question one of the most learned 
and liberal minds in the Church of England, has thrown 
himself with so much energy, is gaining very wide sup- 
port from ministers of religion in England. 

Resolutions in favor of its aims have been passed by 
the leading Nonconformist bodies. We feel that if -we 



can rouse the ministers of Christ and the Christian press 
to a true appreciation of the unchristian character of war, 
very much will have been done to develop a sound opinion 
on the subject on this side of the water. England and 
the United States are the two countries whose political con- 
ditions allow them to speak most freely for a policy of 
peace. May they be united in exerting themselves on its 
behalf before the world. 

From Harris Knight, Ontario. 

Robert Barclay in his apology for Quakerism (Prop. 
15, Sec. 15) writes as follows in his quaint style of two 
hundred years ago : 

" As to what relates to the present magistrates of the 
Christian world, albeit we deny tbem not altogether the 
name of Christians because of the public profession they 
make of Christ's name ; yet we may boldly affirm that 
they are far from the perfection of the Christian religion ; 
because in the state in which they are, they have not 
come to the pure dispensation of the gospel. And there- 
fore while they are in that condition we shall not say that 
war undertaken upon a just occasion is altogether unlaw- 
ful to them. For even as circumcision and other cere- 
monies were for a season permitted to the Jews ; not 
because they were either necessary of themselves, or law- 
ful at that time after the resurrection of Carist, but 
because that Spirit was not yet raised up in them whereby 
they could be delivered from such rudiments; so the 
present confessors of the Christian name who are yet iu 
the mixture and not in the patient suffering spirit, are 
not yet fitted for the form of Christianity, and therefore 
cannot be undefending themselves until they attain that 
perfection. But for such as Christ hath brought hither, 
it is not lawful to defend themselves by arms, but they 
ought over all to trust in the Lord." 

This view is supported by many passages of scripture 
for instance, " That servant that knew his lord's will and 
made not ready, nor did according to his will shall be 
beaten with many stripes, but he that knew not and did 
things worthy of stripes shall be beaten with few stripes. 
And to whomsoever much is given of him shall much be 
required, and to whom they commit much, of him wdl 
they ask the more." " The times of ignorance therefore 
God overlooked, but now he commandeth men that they 
should all everywhere repent." " To him therefore, that 
knoweth to do good and doeth it not to him it is sin." 
Luke xii. 47-48 ; Acts xvii. 30 ; Jas. iv. 17 (R. V.). 



Who has not heard the Scriptures read by ministers in 
a way so careless and indifferent as to be without interest 
or instruction. The passages read before preaching are 
presumed to have some bearing on the sermon, and yet 
sometimes we would never suspect it from the reading, it 
is so hurried. There is neither emphasis nor expression. 
We are not asking for an oratorical or elocutionary dis- 
play, but an earnest and intelligent presentation of the 
thought conveyed by the sacred writer, in the very man- 
ner of reading. A competent witness says, "of all the 
books that are publicly read for the edification of the 
people, none ordinarily is so badly read as the Bible." 



— The Christian Arbitrator of Philadelphia has been 
merged in the Messenger of Peace of Richmond, Ind. 
The united periodicals will be published at both places. 
We wish the new enterprise solid success. 



